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He wrote, ''Democracy to be true should cease to rely upon the
army for anything whatever. . . .It will be a poor democracy
that depends for its existence on military- assistance. Aiilkary
force inter^ -es with the free growth of the mind. It smothers the
soul of man/ A3 In his post-prayer speech on Dec. 12, 1947, he
remarked, "unless India developed her non-violent strength, she
had gained nothing either for herself or for the world. Militari-
zation of India would mean her own. destruction as of :h- whole
world."114

He is opposed not to the police as such, but to its present-
day form and its out-and-out violent methods. Inability to do
without the present police system is, to him, an indication of
incapacity to hold power through non-violent means. As for
the military, until 1931, he was willing to retain it.115 Later, how-
ever, he disapproved of the use of military for maintaining civil
liberties and internal peace.116 He also definitely declared
against the military as the means of defence against foreign
aggression. He had always been "against compulsory military
training in every case and even under a national Govern-
ment,3'117 In the non-violent State he would completely
decentralize defence against aggression and injustice. Villages
and even individual citizens should be capable of defending
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